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Let’s Build!
First Baptist is joining a city-wide “Team 
Baptist” effort with several other churches 
in the Wilmington area to build a Habitat 
for Humanity house. On Saturday, April 
23, we broke ground on the house that 
is being built for Tameka Nixon and her 
family which includes a son, Joshua and 
a daughter Kamahra who is a member of 
First Baptist. Tameka is a graduate of the 
Christian Women Job Corps ministry and 
works at the Juvenile Detention Center. 
Tameka also volunteers at Wednesday 
night CrossTraining and teaches our 
Burmese Refugee women how to speak 
English. A requirement 
to receive a Habitat 
House is that the future 
homeowner put in 200 
“sweat hours” in other 

families’ Habitat Homes 
which Tameka has already 

completed. It will be an 

Floor System 
Raising Walls   
Sheathing Roof   
Shingles  
Vinyl Siding   
Vinyl Siding   
Painting 
Porches & Hardware

Saturday, May 7        
Saturday, May 14   
 Saturday, May 21       

Saturday, June 4       
 Saturday, June 11       
 Saturday, June 18       

Saturday, July 16        
Saturday, July 23        

Habitat Build Schedule (8-3 p.m. each day)

exciting project for our First 
Baptist family to be involved.

 
The Habitat Build will continue 

according to the schedule to the 
right. Contact Don at 619-4800 or donvigus@aol.com if you would like to 

volunteer for any of the work days and help build a home for this great family! 

Bringing the Kingdom of 
God to ILM

On May 15th, as a part of Love Does, 
we will begin our year-long mission 
trip. We’re calling it KOG2ILM – Bringing the Kingdom of God to Wilmington, NC. To 
prepare ourselves to see and to do whatever God calls us to in the months ahead, we are 
beginning with a time of prayer – 40 Days of Prayer. In addition to daily prayer prompts, 
which you can receive by text message (Text KOG2ILM to 88202), email or on social 
media, we will have a prayer walk around the church on May 22nd during the Sunday 
School hour.  

            



OUR VISION:
“To become a community of  

believers that is open and welcoming to 
anyone, no matter where they are 

on their faith journey, and is  
intentionally joining with Christ in His 

redemptive work and purposes in 
the world.”

OUR MISSION:
“To become, and help others 

to become, fully devoted  
followers of  Jesus 

Christ.”2

Congrats 
Bible Drill

Congratulations to our FBC Bible 
Drill Team!! Abby Trexler, Kamryn 
Queen, Olivia King, Carter Sutton 
and Ethan Trexler (not pictured) 
all worked very hard this year and 
represented our church well. Abby, Kamryn and Carter were also Regional 
winners. Thank you to their committed leaders who faithfully helped them to 
learn and to grown in their love and knowledge of Scripture: Gary Harris, 
Peggy Needham, Teale Leiner, Amanda Norris & Dawn Trexler (not pictured).

Giving Thanks for 
Mary Margaret Brooks &

Dr. Bill Dunn
 
By definition, the role of an “interim” is to fill the 
gap during an intervening time. For nearly three 
years, Mary Margaret Brooks has been far more 
than our Interim Minister of Pastoral Care. She 
stepped into what was a natural fit for her and our 
church by agreeing to “fill the gap” created upon 
the retirement of Dr. Frank Hawkins in 2013. Since 
then, she has played a major role in providing 
ministry and care to those members of our 
congregation whose physical condition creates 
significant challenge in their capacity to join the 
large majority of the membership in worship and 
attending activities of the church. She has provided 
care to members in care facilities and hospitals. She has delivered hope, joy and light as she 
has visited the homes of some of our people that invested the majority of their lives in 
ministry through First Baptist Church. She has been a significant part of our ministry staff 
if only “in the interim.” We express our deepest love and appreciation to, and for, Mary 
Margaret Brooks for making the love of Christ ever so evident by her life and the ministry 
she has offered to many of us. The best news for our church is that she will continue to be a 
part of us. She will assist in the transition of Dr. Bill Dunn, as he becomes our new Minister 
of Senior Adults and Homebound Ministry. 

Like Mary Margaret, Bill is a member of our congregation. He and his wife, Holly, joined us 
in 2013. In that time, Bill has joined our Deepwater band as a guitarist, led devotional times 
as a part of our Tuesday Night Ministry to hungry and homeless people, led adult seminars 
for CrossTraining, became a teacher in the Forum Sunday School class, wrote Sunday School 
lessons and devotionals for Along The Way and led Sunday School teacher trainings. He 

serves on our Christian Education Committee 
currently. His wife, Holly, a physician, is a part of our 
Chancel Choir. Prior to relocating to Wilmington, 
Bill served as a pastor, Associate Pastor with 
responsibilities in Pastoral Care, author, and developed 
Grief Care materials. He is a member of the American 
Association of Christian Counselors. Bill was educated 
at Asbury College, Princeton Theological Seminary and 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. His giftedness 
and humble spirit will serve us well as he continues the 
thread of excellence in ministry to our senior members 
that began with Dr. Frank Hawkins and Mary Margaret 
Brooks. We want to welcome Bill to our team as we give 
God thanks for the ministry of Mary Margaret Brooks.   

Worship 
Schedule

May 1
“Do Something”
1 John 3:16-18

Matt Cook

May 8
Mother’s Day

“Look Up”
Psalm 121

Nathan Tuttle

May 15
Pentecost
Acts 2:1-4

“Hearts on Fire”
Matt Cook

May 22
“Pour the Love”
Romans 5:1-5

Matt Cook

May 29
“Heroic Faith”

Luke 7:1-10
Matt Cook

June 5
Graduation Sunday

“Rising”
Luke 7:11-17
Matt Cook
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When We Rely Upon Prayer, 
We Get What God Can Do!
 
Who’s excited about Love Does…our two year church wide mission emphasis that will give us an 
opportunity to share what God has given us with our community and our world?!? I hope you are excited, but as we 
get ready to jump in and meet the needs of our community, I want to share a story.
 A few years ago, a church decided to send a mission team to Haiti. They knew their work was going to be challenging 
after a devastating earthquake, so they put the word out that they needed people who were capable of doing difficult, 
back-breaking work. Thankfully, several young men in college, and a handful of highly skilled men with construction 

and engineering experience all volunteered to go…and so did one little old lady named Millie. Steve, the Mission Minister, was a little bit appre-
hensive. Millie was in great shape for a woman her age, but he wasn’t sure what she’d be able to accomplish and he didn’t want her to suffer in the 
heat (the work site only had tents and the temperatures were going to be high). Millie persisted however, and so Steve put her on the team with a 
promise from Millie that she wouldn’t push herself too hard.  He also assigned her to work with the children of the village where they would be 
working.
 And so the day came and the team headed south. Their goal was to clear away several tons of rubble so that a new community center could be 
built that would double as a school. They dove into the work with all the gusto that a team composed mainly of strong, capable men can often 
muster. After a day they were exhausted.
 The team encountered unforeseen problems--broken shovel handles, minor injuries, etc. And the heat was unrelenting. The second day was 
much the same. An unexpected thunder storm gave the team a break in the middle of the day, but it also put them way behind schedule. The 
third day was the worst of all. Some of the villagers that had been helping the team didn’t show up that day. And some of the tools they’d been 
using were missing. The pace slowed to a crawl.
 And that is when Millie made her big contribution. “Steve,” she said, “Can the team take a break for twenty minutes?”. “We could probably use 
the rest,” said Steve, “but we’re behind schedule, we need to keep working.”  “I know,” said Millie, “but I want to let the children help us.”  It 
seemed like a terrible idea with the team so far behind, but the kids were standing behind Millie with expectant faces, and the team actually did 
need a water break and so Steve relented. 
 But instead of picking up rocks and rubble, Steve and the team watched as Millie and the kids moved to the middle of the work site, got down 
on their knees and began to pray. For twenty minutes, the team watched and listened as Millie and the village kids told God how much a 
community center and school would help the village, and how important it was for the team to get some help if they were going to finish the job 
The men didn’t always understand what the kids were saying in their Haitian Creole dialect, but occasionally they’d recognize the word “Jezi” 
(which means Jesus). It was a heart-warming moment, and the men were glad for the break. But after 
twenty minutes, Millie and the kids went off to play and the men got back to work.
 A half hour later, the men of the village who had left came back. They’d been helping a relative of one of 
the men in a nearby village and they’d borrowed the tools. Later that afternoon, men from that nearby 
village came to join the work crew. The pace quickened. That night, a “cold” front came through. Haiti 
is never really cool, but the temperatures dropped from scorching to bearable. The next morning a 
UN relief vehicle driving through the village got a flat tire. While they stopped to fix it, the UN team 
came over to check on the rubble being cleared out, and volunteered that they had a couple of pieces 
of machinery in the truck that could clear some of the biggest rubble in much less time. They stayed 
around just long enough to get those pieces moved and then just as they were getting ready to leave, 
they informed Steve and the village council that they thought that the village was actually large enough that it would qualify for a grant to pay for 
the community center. They’d be back in a couple of weeks to let them know for sure. 
 The villagers were overjoyed! The mission team was excited. “Good thing Millie prayed,” said one of the college students off-handedly. “Maybe we 
should have let them do that on Saturday,” he said. Millie just laughed. But Steve made a mental note. Any time he was taking a team on a 
mission trip, he would start by asking Millie to go.
 I read once that when we rely upon organization, we get what organization can do; when we rely upon education, we get what education can do; 
when we rely upon eloquence, we get what eloquence can do. BUT, when we rely upon prayer, we get what God can do!
 As a church we are about to dive deep into the needs of our community. That’s a good thing, but when we do, it would be really easy for us to 
get discouraged because those needs are great. The problems that need solving have been around for a long time, and they might require more 
energy, more know-how, more resources than even a church like ours can muster. And that is why we’re not going to start with trying to solve the 
problems, but start instead with prayer.

      
On Pentecost, May 15th, we’re going to start 
our year-long mission trip. We’re calling it 
KOG2ILM which stands for bringing the 
Kingdom of God to Wilmington, NC. The 
whole idea comes from the Lord’s Prayer 
when we pray “your Kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  So, for 
forty days we’re going to pray for God’s 
Kingdom to come in our community, just as 

it is in heaven. We’ll pray in groups. We’ll pray as individuals. We’ll pray at church, we’ll pray at our work, pray at home, and even have the 
opportunity to go on a prayer walk out in our community. We’ll pray not only for the brokenness of our community, but also that God will 
“break” our hearts as well, so that we might see what our community truly needs. And maybe more importantly, we won’t just see problems, but 
people. If we start with prayer, then we can begin to see as God sees and that won’t just change our community it will change us too. And then 
maybe, just maybe, something big will start to happen, because when we rely upon prayer, we get far more than we are capable of by ourselves, 
we get what God can do!

 To receive daily 
prayer prompts 
during 40 Days 
of Prayer, text 

KOG2ILM to 88202.



BECCA & ANDY JONES
Many of you have met the newest family to join us. Becca and Andy Jones have come to us as 
Becca is our new Minister to Children. She and Andy, along with their daughters, Nadia, Lydia 
and Julia, come to us from Augusta, Georgia by way of Atlanta. Becca and Andy served together 
on the staff of First Baptist Church in Augusta for the past nine years. Becca led the Children’s 
Ministry and Andy led the Missions Ministry. He is following God’s leadership in seeking a place 
of ministry with an area non-profit agency currently. The girls are ages 6, 4, & 2. Welcome them to 
Wilmington and First Baptist Church.

God at Work at the FBC 
Staff Retreat 
The FBC staff had a wonderful retreat April 12-15 as together 
they prayed, listened, visioned and planned for the coming year 
at First Baptist Church Wilmington. The wisdom, laughter and 
fun with this group, of not just co-workers but dear friends 
and family, was truly a blessing. It was also a great time 
welcoming Becca Jones to the FBC family. We look forward 
to see how God’s plans unfold!  

     

Sharing Life Together L

Family Bike Ride
Last year’s Family 

Bike Ride was so 
much fun that we have 
to do it again on 

Saturday, May 14th! 
Our bike route will 
be from the Activities 
Center to Halyburton 
Park where lunch will be 
provided at Shelter #3. 
Traffic will be stopped 
for us at Shipyard by our 
wonderful law enforce-
ment! We will meet at the Activities Center at 9:30 a.m. and 
drivers will shuttle cars to Halyburton Park so that everyone 
will have their cars after our lunch and social time. Please 
RSVP so we will have enough food for lunch, to Margaret at 
799-7564 or mjohnson@fbcwilmington.org. 

Welcome New Members

Worship Schedule

     
   

         Preparing Our Hearts for Worship
           One of my closest friends, Carter, (who performed as part of the quartet at the Wildlife Banquet this past November) just ran the 
      Boston Marathon, and finished in just over three hours flat. To break that down for you, that means that he ran each mile in less than 
    7 minutes. Another close friend, Kyle, is a concert pianist, and has performed on major stages throughout the country, including 
Carnegie Hall and the Kennedy Center. Kyle practices every chance he gets, and usually averages between 5-6 hours of focused practice a day. 

Do we approach worship with the same fervor and commitment that Carter and Kyle apply to their disciplines? Is preparing to be in the presence 
of God a daily practice of preparation and intentionality, or are we just “going through the motions” on Sunday mornings? You may notice that in 
The Journey service, we sing two songs before any other aspect of worship, and in the Traditional service, we listen to a Prelude and the chiming of 
the hour before a single word is spoken. This time of preparation is specifically intended to give us time to be still, focus our hearts and minds, and 
to center ourselves in the presence of God. As an extension of Sunday worship, maybe we can establish a similar time of preparation and stillness 
at the beginning of each day. At Campbell Divinity, an intentional prayer group meets every morning at 7:30 a.m., and every class begins with a 
prayer and a time to be still. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we began every one of our daily tasks this way? 
In order to train for Boston, Carter was averaging about 70 miles a week, and told me once that, “training for Boston was like having a 20 hour 
part-time job on top of everything else”. He was hoping to break three hours, but if I know Carter, it’s ok, because he’s got a whole year.

Written by Steven Thomason
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The following memorials have been given generously, and 
we are deeply grateful:

     Memorial Gifts
General Fund

In memory of Sue Boney Ives
by John & Ruth Clayton

In memory of Jessie Parkerson
by Diaconate

Baptist Children’s 
Home

In memory of Lamar Brooks
by Mary Margaret Brooks

An 
Immeasurably 
More Moment

This past Christmas, our First Baptist Church 
provided a Home for a week for a couple of 
homeless families (as we’ve done for over a decade). 
They slept on cots in classrooms off our Youth area 
and had dinners in Fireside Hall each night.
They were invited to Christmas at First Baptist. 
Ana, a 10-year-old girl, was excited about joining in 
the activities. She played the role of an angel in the 
children’s pageant.
Her single mom, Maria, watched as her daughter 
was welcomed by our First Baptist children. Maria 
began to open up as she watched her daughter, and 
she began to talk with some of the ladies. Just a few 
weeks later, Maria started a good job and was 
transitioning out of the Interfaith program, making 
a home for her and her daughter.

God keeps doing immeasurably more than we ask or 
imagine, so let’s respond to his generosity with our own. 

Amazing things happen when we do. Let’s pray. 
Our Father, we thank you for bringing these homeless 

families to the Church, offering us this opportunity to serve 
You by housing and feeding Your children. Help us use our time, 

talents and gifts You have given us, to do Thy Will. In Jesus’ name, 
who showed us Grace, Amen. 

                                                       Written by Gary Neil Gupton

Join Us for Tuesday 
Noon Worship
Join us for Tuesday Noon each week! We meet each 
week for a wonderful meal ($5/person) and time of
 fellowship that is followed by a short devotional. 
The upcoming schedule is as follows:

Tuesday, May 24 will be our last gathering for
the Spring! The updated schedule and menu are 
always on our website under the Worship tab. 

April Goals:
April Receipts:

 
Inner City Missions Offering: $940.00

Music Ministry
 In memory of Gene Brown

by Willis & Ann Brown
In memory of Mararuth Cox

by Don & Judy Womble

Youth Ministry
In memory of Dr. Jimmy Smith

by the Smith/West Sunday 
School Class

In memory of Wallace West
by the Smith/West Sunday 

School Class

Attendance

 Worship        511           496          598           502           
Sunday         533           479          576          506  
School      

APR
13

APR
20

APR
27

May 3
May 10
May 17
May 24

$168,781.00
$139,984.45

YTD Goals:
YTD Receipts:

$656,727.00
$643,223.00

April 2016 Giving

In Sympathy
Christian sympathy is extended to Gail Herring on the loss of her 
mother, Jessie Parkerson, on Apirl 5.

Christian Sympathy is extended to Buddy Bryan on the loss of 
his mother, JoAnn Bryan on April 8 on the loss of his father, Ray 
Bryan, on March 27.

Christian sympathy is extended to Wanda Porter on the loss of 
her sister-in-law, Mary Lee, on April 10. Mary was a member of 
FBC for 67 years.

Christian sympathy is extended to John Daniels on the loss of 
his grandfather, James J. Collins, on April 21.

Christian sympathy is extended to Mark Dudeck on the loss 
of his father, Skip Dudeck, on April 17.

Christian sympathy is extended to LouAnn Sidbury on the 
loss of her brother, Robert Mason, on March 27

APR
6

Nathan Tuttle
Jayne Davis
Jim Everette
Matt Cook 
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“Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s 
stead, 
        be ye reconciled to God.” 
                   - 2 Corinthians 5:20

Graduate Sunday
We hope the FBC church family will make plans to celebrate with 
our high school seniors on Sunday, June 5, as we recognize this 
milestone in both morning worship services. We ask that you continue 
to pray for our seniors as they finish their last exams and projects of high 
school and also for their families during this  exciting time.

Attention College Grads 
& Families
If you or a family member is graduating from college and would like to an-

nounce this wonderful news in the next issue of the Kingdom News, please 
email the student’s name, college/university graduating from, degree and a 

graduation photo by June 1st to Ashton Gourlay at agourlay@fbcwilmington.org.

Burmese Karen Retreat 
Over 30 Burmese Karen Refugee teenagers, GPS college 

group chaperones and FBC adult mentors spent a great 
weekend together in Myrtle Beach for their Spring Retreat 

the weekend of April 1-3. The days were filled with group 
singing, Bible Study, community building and sharing God’s 

unconditional, undeserved, & unfailing LOVE together.

Mother’s Day Offering
Goal: $3,000
You will find a special envelope in your pack of offering envelopes for the 
month of May. This special envelope is to be used to support the CareNet 
Counseling Center ministry of the North Carolina Baptist Hospital. The 
Wilmington regional CareNet Counseling Center has been providing hope for 
people in crisis and healing of the emotional maladies that have wounded and 
scarred many hurting people, since its earliest days of ministry. Our church 
helped to establish the Wilmington CareNet Center and has provided foun-
dational support with our finances, counselors, volunteers, encouragers, and 
by referring church members and people outside our congregation to the 
superior staff of counselors at CareNet. Members of our pastoral leadership 
team do not hesitate to refer people in crisis to the CareNet Counseling 
Center because we view CareNet as the counseling ministry of our church. 
Wilmington is fortunate to have a regional CareNet Center in our city, and the ministry of our church is 
strengthened by our partnership with them. This opportunity is another way that First Baptist Church ex-

tends our ministry of hope, healing and light as the presence of
Jesus to our city and beyond.
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Graduate Sunday
We hope the FBC church family will make plans to celebrate with 
our high school seniors on Sunday, June 5, as we recognize this 
milestone in both morning worship services. We ask that you continue 
to pray for our seniors as they finish their last exams and projects of high 
school and also for their families during this  exciting time.

Attention College Grads 
& Families
If you or a family member is graduating from college and would like to an-

nounce this wonderful news in the next issue of the Kingdom News, please 
email the student’s name, college/university graduating from, degree and a 

graduation photo by June 1st to Ashton Gourlay at agourlay@fbcwilmington.org.

“Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s 
stead, 
        be ye reconciled to God.” 
                   - 2 Corinthians 5:20

Calling all volunteers and chaperones! Be a mission right here in Wilmington 
teaching our young disciples about the love of Jesus and how “He loved the 
world [and]He gave His one and only Son, [and] whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.” - John 3:16

The Children’s Ministry is planning for a wonderful 
summer sharing the love of Jesus to children of FBC 
and their friends. Are you interested in joining this 
great team of leaders? Big and small jobs are needed 
to make camp ministry successful. If you would like to 
help, please contact Becca Jones at 763-2471 or 
      bjones@fbcwilmington.org.

Youth are invited to chaperone children’s 
summer camps! Chaperones 5th grade and 

up are needed for Camp Creation (June 28-30) 
and chaperones 9th grade and up are needed for 

Camp Jonah (June 20-24) & Fine Arts Camp 
(August 1-4). If you can help this summer, please 

contact Becca Jones at bjones@fbcwilmington.org 
763-2471 or. Camps are not possible without our 
teenagers serving in this great summer ministry. 

Thanks in advance for your help!

Mission Serve 
Week 

July 2-9
Students and 
adults from 
Michigan, 
New Jersey, 
Virginia, 
South 
Carolina, 
and North 
Carolina are 
coming to 

serve our local community! We in turn, 
will serve them by hosting everyone all 
week at the Activities Center. The total 
group of 150 will be working on home 
repairs and ministry sites in the 
Wilmington area, and worshiping 
together in the evenings. Be on the 
lookout in June’s Kingdom News to 
see how you can get involved from 
welcoming our guests, feeding them, 
and making them feel at home!
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                 It may not seem like much 
                  to us, wooden posts with 
           corrugated tin walls and a roof, 
     but to a family that has been living 
  with four or five or more people in a cornstalk hut, it is an answer to prayer. Our team from 
FBC will build houses for as many as we have funds to complete while we are in Chimaltenango, 
Guatemala July 21 through July 28. Would you and your family consider sponsoring a house for $400? Or 
your Sunday School class? Or your office? It is an incredibly satisfying and meaningful way to do ministry 
in a place so far away, but through a means that is so personal and life giving - a home. If you can give this 
wonderful gift, please make checks out to FBC and indicate “Guatemala House” in the memo.
You can also give a family the gift of food and provide the funds for a food basket that will provide one      

  month of food for a family of four. The cost for a food basket is $8. If 
you can  sponsor a food basket, please make checks out to FBC with 
“Guatemala Food Basket” in the memo. Both gifts are needed by 
July 1. Thank you for your generous support- we are all a part of the 

work that God is doing in Guatemala and 
around the world. This year’s Guatemala 
mission trip will be filled by 40 members of 
our Youth Group and their leaders. Pray for 
our teenagers as they serve our living God in 
foreign missions. 


